THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ETHICS AND MORALITY 

Ethics
having to do with good character. It is interested more in the good that humans tend towards, such as happiness and freedom.

Morality
having to do with the customs, habits and manners shaping human life. It is interested more in the ways that humans attain this good action, such as the rules, laws or commandments which we experience as a duty or obligation to follow.

Ethics guides morality and takes priority over it. Ethics provides a basis for our decisions and actions. It gives us an understanding of the fundamental principles underlying our activity. Ethics searches for the higher good. It also explains how there can be a higher good (“rights”) in particular circumstances and under certain conditions. In other words, norms and duties are not the final word. The good is.

What/who determines one’s morals? 

- the sense of  respect and rights (human dignity)
- culture
   - education
- parents

- laws

- values
- experience
- informed conscience
- religion/God

- society/media
- knowledge or  facts
- authority, etc.) 
- state of mind

- universal moral principles or truths (Note: there  is a hierarchy of rights)

- natural law (that  which is natural or innate)
- the common good (not just ourselves) 

