Theme 2: Why do we need one another?

Cain and Abel
Genesis 4.1-16
Read this ancient story, and answer the following questions. There are many facets to this story, but one is a solemn warning of what happens to human communities when they lose their bearing and fail to focus on their real end: God. It is a story for all time.
1. The murder of Abel by Cain is the first act of violence in the Bible. Why did Cain kill Abel?
______________________________________________________________

2. What does the text mean when it says, "Sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it"?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3. How did Cain make his crime even worse?
______________________________________________________________
4. What do you think of his question, "Am I my brother's keeper?"
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How do we see this attitude repeated in our society?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What punishment did Cain receive?

______________________________________________________________

7. The text says, "When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength; you shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on earth." What does this text mean?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Despite his deed, God still protects Cain. "And God put a mark on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill him."  What do you think this means?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

