Jewish Rituals Marking Time 
	Festival
	Time
	Description

	Shabbat
	Sunset on Fri-sundown on Sat

	· The most sacred day for Jews
· Celebrated at synagogue with focus on the family
· Celebrates that the heavens and Earth and everything on earth are gifts from God



	Pesach
	In the first month of the year, on the 15th day of Nisan (March/Apr.) 

	· Also known as Passover
· Happens around the first full moon after the spring equinox

· Basic to Jewish identity and it celebrates an event that happened more than 3000 years ago- the freedom of the Jews from slavery 

· Jews enjoy Passover seder, a ritual meal in which participants recall how their anscestors were freed by God 
· Takes place in the home on the first night of Passover

· A list of the various items and symbolic meaning can be found on Pg. 118 and this link


	Rosh Hashanah
	Around September, the beginning of the new year

	· Main celebration held in synagogue where people declare God king again for the coming year and pray for God’s protection and blessing
· The sounding of the rams horn, or shofar, rings in the New Year after the rabbi has said prayers 

	Days of Awe
	Between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
	· Jewish individuals turn inward and remember that God will be their judge at the end of time

· The 10 days of celebration end with Yom Kippur 



	Yom Kippur

	Immediately following the Days of Awe 
	· Known as the Day of Atonement
· A solemn day of fasting where Jews seek reconciliation with God

· Second video


	Life Cycle Rituals
	Time
	Description

	Brit Milah or Bris


	8 days after the birth of a son

	· The boy is circumcised, initiating him into the covenant 
· Takes place in the presence of a mohel (a dr who performs the rite), the parents, family, godparents, friends

· Takes place in the family home or synagogue 

· Baby is given a Hebrew name

· Girls are given name on Sabbath or shortly after birth in a synagogue 

	Betrothal and Marriage


	When one finds a partner that they love

	· Getting married is strongly encouraged and is the standard way of life for religiously observant Jews
· Before the wedding, a marriage contract is prepared

· Traditionally, this was to ensure that a husband would treat his wife fairly and respectfully 

· A ring is given, blessings are recited under a canopy, and ends with blessings for the marriage 

	Death
	
	· When a parent dies, a son (and sometimes a daughter) recites the kaddish, a special prayer of sanctification in the synagogue each morning and evening for 11 months after the death.
· Family and friends gather together at the time of death at a home


Answer # 4 on Pg. 122: How does each life-cycle (and ritual) express a commitment to the covenant?
