Theme 2: Why do we need one another?

"Flower, Mister?"

by
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Read the story "Flower, Mister?" on pages 15 – 16 of your text, then answer the following questions:

1. Throughout the story the man tries to avoid the old woman with her offer of "Flower, Mister?" Not only does he not succeed in getting around her physically, he cannot avoid her mentally or emotionally either. Check the story again and note the places where he is:

thinking about her – _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

conscious of his reaction to her – __________________________________
______________________________________________________________

aware of himself in a new way – ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________
2. Physically, the "old woman" is on the street, but where is she for most of the story from the point of view of the man?
______________________________________________________________

3. How do you understand that she is "within" him? Consider the traits of the human person from Theme 1. Which of these traits are affected by the plea of the old woman?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________

4. Have you ever had a similar experience where you were totally preoccupied with another person because they made you question your values, reflect on your behaviour, and think about your humanity?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What do these experiences say about relationships in general?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
