What makes for a good and happy person?
3 practical considerations
Recently your classmates presented what it means to be truly happy and good. You learned about the key theories of Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Kant, and Levinas. You also learned about the three ways of pursuing the good.

This assignment in particular deals with the presentations on what makes for a good and happy person. I hope you took wonderful notes and asked your teachers all of the questions you were seeking answers to!

In this assignment, you have to use the internet to find an individual who exemplifies a “good and happy person.” You are nominating this person for the good and happy person award! You MUST provide evidence to prove why your individual deserves this award. I have even completed an example for you to see. 
Please note that my example is fairly basic and would be marked as a level 3- to 3

	Category
	Student Criteria
	Level Achieved

	Knowledge
	demonstrates thorough

and insightful

understanding of concepts, principles, and
theories related to the class presentations
	

	Thinking
	uses critical and

creative thinking skills

in nominating an individual, and justifying the nomination with a high degree of effectiveness
	

	Communication
	communicates with a

strong sense of audience

and purpose demonstrates extensive
command of the various forms
	

	Application
	transfers concepts taught by fellow peers to new contexts with
a high degree of effectiveness
	


DUE DATE: MONDAY APRIL 30TH, 2012 
I nominate Oscar Romero, Archbishop of El Salvador, as a good and happy person based on the following criteria:
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1.  The standards of excellence of the “good life”  

     (See the virtues listed and defined on page 132)


Fortitude:  In the face of opposition from the government, the military and even 
some of his fellow bishops Romero continued to speak out against oppression.


Justice:      Romero’s words and actions were directed to create freedom and 
justice for all Salvadorians, especially the poor and the oppressed.


Faith and Hope:  Romero trusted in God, and the eschatological promise that 
ultimately God’s Kingdom of Justice and Peace would overcome all evil and 
violence.

2.   The role of the other in attaining the good life.


Friendship:  It was through Romero’s friendship with Father Grande that Romero 
began to learn about the great injustices and suffering occurring in El Salvador.  
Grande’s response to these situations helped to guide Romero’s response.  
Grande’s friendship was also a great source of support for Romero.


Solicitude:  Romero was concerned with the wellbeing of all Salvadorians, 
especially the poor and the oppressed.  His words and actions were his way to 
reach out to them and seek to help them.

3. The good life needs just institutions.

Romero sought to make sure that the institution of the Church was concerned with 
both the spiritual and physical needs of the people.  He worked to make sure that 
the Church proclaimed the social implications of following the Gospel of Jesus.

Romero challenged the military institution to “stop the repression”.


He called for free and fair elections, as well as land reform and economic justice.


He called on the elite of Salvadorian society, whom he described as “the chief 
protagonists” in the situation to use their influence and power to build a just and 
peaceful El Salvador.


He wrote U.S. President Jimmy Cartier to stop spending $5 million a day in 
support of the Salvadorian military.

Clearly Romero is just one of many who could have been nominated.  Many choices are among the well recognized and famous, others live, without notoriety, right in our community.  

Ultimately, all of us are called to live “good and happy” lives.

