Personal Reflection on Aboriginal Spirituality
Catholic Graduate Expectations

· CGE1j -recognizes that “sin, human weakness, conflict and forgiveness are part of the human journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign of forgiveness is at the heart of redemption. (Witnesses to Faith)

· CGE4g -examines and reflects on one’s personal values, abilities and aspirations influencing life’s choices and opportunities

· CGE7b -accepts accountability for one’s own actions

Course Expectations

· demonstrate an understanding of how religious beliefs influence the development of the policies and practices of social institutions (M)

· demonstrate an understanding of the influence of religion on individuals in society (M)

· demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of prejudice, bias, and discrimination, and identify examples associated with various religions, beliefs, and practices (O)

· explain the effect of prejudice and discrimination on relationships between persons of different faiths, and apply problem-solving strategies to case studies of interreligious conflict (O)
In a journal entry, reflect on the impact this chapter has had on you personally, including your thoughts, feelings, the questions you have, and what you have learned from it. Your reflection should include TWO TO THREE things you learned about this unit. Described what you learned. What are your thoughts on it? Do you have any questions about it, or anything else you would like to learn about it? How does it make you feel? 
· European encounter with the Aboriginal people (the idea of assimilation as well as the loss of land and resources as seen in Avatar) 

· Their rituals

· Important beliefs such as the Great Spirit, spiritual teachers, time, drums, circles 

· Residential Schools 

· The Day of Apology 

Reflective Journals Evaluation Rubric

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge/ Understanding

· Understanding of ideas and concepts
	· Shows limited understanding of ideas and concepts


	· Shows some understanding of ideas and concepts
	· Shows considerable understanding of ideas and concepts
	· Shows complete understanding of ideas and concepts


	Thinking/ Inquiry

· Critical thinking skills (i.e. decision making, problem solving)

· Inquiry skills (formulating questions, reflecting on possible responses, forming conclusions)

· Use of perspective


	· Uses critical thinking skills with limited effectiveness

· Applies few of the skills involved in an inquiry process

· Has difficulty imaging others points of view
	· Uses critical thinking skills with some effectiveness

· Applies some of the skills involved in an inquiry process

· Is aware of differing viewpoints, but has difficulty considering their worth
	· Uses critical thinking skills with considerable effectiveness

· Applies most of the skills involved in an inquiry process

· Is able to reasonably consider various viewpoints in comparison to own
	· Uses critical thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness

· Applies all or almost all of the skills involved in an inquiry process

· Is able to effectively critique and integrate other reasonable viewpoints



	Communication

· Communication of information and ideas

· Use of language

· Use of forms of communication 
	· Communicates with limited clarity

· Uses language with limited accuracy and effectiveness

· Limited understanding of the purpose and form of reflection
	· Communicates with some clarity

· Uses language with moderate accuracy and effectiveness

· Some understanding of the purpose and form of reflection
	· Communicates with considerable clarity

· Uses language with considerable accuracy and effectiveness

· Considerable understanding of the purpose and form of reflection
	· Communicates with a high degree of clarity and confidence

· Uses language with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness

· Thorough understanding of the purpose and form of reflection




	Application of Gospel Values

· Applies faith to familiar and new contexts

· Making connections between own experiences and the experiences of others
	· Shows limited ability to apply faith to own life

· Shows limited ability to make connections between own life and the experiences of others
	· Shows some ability to apply faith to own life

· Shows moderate ability to make connections between own life and the experiences of others
	· Shows considerable ability to apply faith to own life

· Shows considerable ability to make connections between own life and the experiences of others
	· Shows a thorough ability to apply faith to own life

· Shows consistent ability to make connections between own life and the experiences of others, and to show empathy for the experiences of others


